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COMMUNITY  
PARTNERS INCLUDE: 

• · Monmouthshire  CC 

• · Usk Town Council  

• · Llanbadoc Community 

Council  

• · Monmouthshire Youth 

Service 

• Usk Business  

 Network 

• · Usk Chamber of  

 Commerce  

• · Usk Church in Wales 
Primary School  

• · Usk Civic Society  

• · Usk Conservation and 

Environment Group  

• · Usk Gardens Open 

Days Committee  

• · Usk Rotary Club  

• Usk Rugby Club 

• Usk Rural Life Museum 

• Usk Women’s                 
Institute  

• Usk Youth Group 

FLORAL DISPLAYS—COMMUNITY—ENVIRONMENT 

DATES FOR YOUR  
DIARY 

  
Usk Open Gardens  

Weekend 
23rd—24th June 

 

JUDGING DATES 

Communities  
in Bloom 

World Bloom  

Competition 
Wednesday 27th June 
 Usk Welcomes  

International Judges 
Berta Briggs &  
Karin Rindal 

 

Wales in Bloom 
2nd – 13th July  

 
Britain in Bloom  
Champion of  
Champions 

Thursday 2nd August 

There was no respite over the winter for Usk’s 
Bloomers with  the renovation of both the Ladyhill  

Beds and also Conigar Crescent. Huge thanks to 

Kelly Weare for leading these projects. The beds 
were cleared and new per-

manent planting in put in 
place. Both these projects 

took place over several 

weeks and in very cold 
weather.  It was lovely to 

welcome several new volun-

teers who certainly earned their stripes by regu-
larly helping in the bitter 

weather! It was especially 

pleasing to welcome our 

two new student helpers 
who are volunteering with 

Usk in Bloom as part of 
their Duke of Edinburgh 

Award scheme. 
 
It was wonderful to see Usk as the Flagship pro-

gramme in April for BBC2’s new “Blooming Marvel-
lous” series and a large audience gathered at the 

Conservative Club for the 

viewing.  The response 
has been overwhelmingly 

positive with contact from 
other Bloom groups, 

coach visits booked and a 

bumper crowd expected 
at the Open Gardens 

Weekend. It is heartening to know town busi-

nesses will see an economic boost 
as a result of this fantastic publicity 
 
Many congratulations to Usk in 

Bloom’s Len Watts - one of many 

stars of Blooming Marvellous, who 
received a richly deserved Com-

munity Award from Usk Mayor 
Cllr Glenn Roderick.  
 

 
The Usk in Bloom Commu-
nity Fundraising Dog Walk in 

May from The Castle to The 

Hall Inn was a great success 
in glorious weather . Thanks 

to committee member Aly 

Williams for leading  the group. It’s a regular in 
our events calendar for two and four legged 

friends alike and a lovely event enjoyed by many.  

 

Traditionally May sees the start of the Summer 
timetable for the displays in the town.  This 

year’s colours being a vibrant and tropical mix 

which is an innovative departure from the tradi-
tional three colours and we can’t wait to see the 

results! 
 

 

 
A band of volunteers planted up the tubs and 

containers at the Willows Garden Centre—as 

you can see they were ably assisted by Coco, a 
new canine volunteer! 
 
The containers around the town are ready 

planting and hanging baskets are on order! Excit-
ing times ahead! 
 
We are delighted, thanks to the generosity of 

Monmouthshire County Council and WWU, to 

be able to offer discounted hanging baskets to 
businesses this year who have been so affected 

by the disruption caused during the work to 

upgrade the town’s gas supply. 
 
Thanks go to Adam Sydall, 
Tracey and the Girl Guides for 

constructing a fabulous Bug 
Hotel to complement the Girl 

Guides Garden and give a 

home to the creatures at-
tracted by the fabulous pollinators. This was a 

great community effort with all the construction 

materials being donated by UiB Supporters and 
local businesses A Jones & Son and Tom Parry. 

Big thanks to all! Do stop and enjoy this com-

munity area, the flowers are just spectacular. 
 
It’s always a bit nerve wracking 
to try something new but Usk 

In Bloom’s New Gardeners’ Club 
has proved increasingly popu-

lar. Talks and workshops on 

hanging baskets, container gar-
dening, town competition and which plants to 

choose have taken place aiming to encourage 

new or nervous gardeners to get involved . 
Thank you to Russell at The Willows for the 

excellent and informative workshops and to 

National Judge John Woods for his insight into 
how town gardens can complement competition 

judging. Check the Noticeboard for future dates. 

Ystradgynlais in Bloom visit 

Congratulations Len! 

Conigar renovation 

Ladyhill Clearance 

Planting  
at the  

Willows  

Container Gardening 

Well done Guides! 



POLLINATOR FRIENDLY PLANTS TO ADD LAST 
MINUTE COLOUR IN YOUR GARDEN 

Sometimes we all end up 

with an area in the garden 
which looks a bit bare or 

needs some last minute TLC and 

colour. Here are some ideas, which move away from the traditional 
bedding plants, you may be tempted to use. They can look equally 

wonderful and have the added advantage of being pollinator friendly. 

TIPS ON  
WATERING AND 

FEEDING HANGING  

BASKETS AND  
CONTAINERS 

Here are some tips courtesy of  
The Bumblebee Conservation Trust  

As a rule of thumb your garden should provide 

bee-friendly flowers that are rich in pollen and 
nectar which bees can easily access from spring 

until late summer. This will ensure that there is a 
good supply of pollen at the crucial times. The 

greater the number of suitable flowering plants in 

your garden the better. You should aim for at 
least two species of bee-friendly plant for each 

flowering period. Follow this link for more infor-

mation  https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/  

THE PARK PROJECT 

USK NURSERY 

 
The wonderful new children’s Park Project 

asked Usk in Bloom to be involved in planning, 

preparing and planting up pollinator friendly 
permanent beds at the entrance to the Park and 

of course we said Yes! Thank you to Kelly 
Weare for leading the project. 

 

Usk Nursery was next on the list to help the 
littlest bloomers to prepare and plant a new 

Raised Vegetable Bed. The children were so 

keen and enthusiastic—even if some pupils just 
wanted to dig down to Australia!  

It has been a real joy to work with the youngest members of our community and hopefully inspire the next generation 
of Bloomers from a very early age! These two projects certainly spanned the age groups involved with Bloom in Usk! 

For more information please contact:  Usk in Bloom Chairman - Tony Kear  uskinbloom@gmail.com   07824810182 
See Usk in Bloom on  www.uskinbloom.org.uk, facebook,  and  twitter. if you donate to charity why not consider  

donating to our cause via:http://www.totalgiving.co.uk/charity/usk-in-bloom   Registered charity number:- 1152881 

BEE FRIENDLY GARDENING Your Garden CAN make a Difference-
Why Not Construct  a Simple Nest for 

Solitary Bees?  

SUMMER WILD 
FLOWER PLANTING 

& VERGE MOWING 

After last year’s pollinator 
success we are increasing the 

areas of wild flower meadow 
to include at new bed at 

Cwrt Bryn Derwyn. Mon-

mouthshire County Council 
are also on board with perti-

nently timed trimming of 

verges and also minimising  
the width of the cut to allow 

native plants and insects to thrive. Usk resident 

and insect specialist Adam Sydall reports he has 
already seen an enormous increase in moths, 

insects and bees as a result. 

St Mary’s Churchyard 

Cosmos Lavender 

Nepeta 

Astranttia 

Sunflowers 

Caryopteris 

Some advice gleaned from Russell Walker 
at The Willows Garden Centre during the 

New Gardeners’ Club workshop was to 

water little and often.  Feed every five days 
and water only for the other two as salts 

can build up and damage the plants with 
over feeding.  Drainage holes should be 

slightly up the side and not in the base, 

leaving a reservoir for the roots. 

A heartfelt “Thank You” is definitely due to the unsung he-
roes who support Usk In Bloom. We have committee mem-

bers, volunteers, supporters and friends who contribute in 

so many ways. At present there are 10 committee members 
from all walks of life; 52 Supporters who volunteer a wide 

range of skills at various times of the year and well over 40 
Friends who support by donating a small monthly amount. 

We are very keen that folks don’t feel they have to commit to an regular 

day or hour, and can just come along as and when they might have a little 
time to spare.  Traditionally Wednesday evenings have been the working 

party slot however the “Your Street” initiative means taking care of a bit of 

dead heading or maintaining a display in the town whenever suits you. 
Our Friends and Supporters receive regular notifications of events, working 

parties etc. If you would like further information on volunteering or becom-

ing a “Friend” please phone UiB Secretary Sarah Powell on 01291 672814. 


