Usk in Bloom
The Town of Flowers

NEWSLETTER
Welcome to our first Newsletter

Spring 2018

An Introduction
DATES FOR YOUR
DIARY
16th April; 2018

6.30pm BBC2
BBC Blloming Marvellous
featuring USK
Showing at the
Conservative Club from
6pm—ALL WELCOME
Usk Open Gardens
upCOMMUNITY
PARTNERS INCLUDE:

The Usk in Bloom committee was formed in 1981 by a group of enthusiasts who initially wanted to make a big difference visually to how Usk looked during the Summer but which over the ensuing years has seen The Town “grow” to
become synonymous with floral excellence, earning the reputation as “The Town of Flowers”. Since then the town
has won many awards and attracted visitors to its wonderful display of flowers having won Wales in Bloom Gold
Award for 36 years in a row. The volunteer committee members meet monthly throughout the year and their aims
are to:• Improve Usk by the imaginative planting of trees, shrubs, bulbs and floral displays.
• Address environmental issues and preserve wildlife.
• Work with and educate the youngsters in Usk from nursery to junior age.
• Continuously plant and maintain the current flower beds and tubs around the town.
• Foster partnerships with other organisations in Usk to achieve these aims.
• Community links and partnership
• Business support – funding hanging baskets
• Improve the foot fall for local businesses – visitors and gardeners from all parts of the UK and overseas regularly visit Usk because of its on-going reputation for floral excellence. 36 times winners of
Wales in Bloom, 5 times winners of Britain in Bloom, and Silver Gilt in Entente Florale
• We are extremely grateful to Usk Town Council and Monmouthshire County Council for their continued help without which Usk in Bloom simply could not continue in its present guise.

National Competitions—What Do They Entail?
To quote Britain in Bloom (https://www.rhs.org.uk/)
'Britain in Bloom groups work tirelessly to tackle local issues and
improve the place they call home.'
Community Involvement is taken into consideration in all criteria

• Monmouthshire CC
• Usk Town Council
• Llanbadoc Community
Council

• Monmouthshire Youth
Service

• Usk Business Network
• Usk Chamber of
Commerce

• Usk Church in Wales
Primary School

• Usk Civic Society
• Usk Conservation and
Environment Group

• Usk Gardens Open
Days Committee

• Usk Rotary Club
• Usk Rugby Club
• Usk Rural Life Museum
• Usk Women’s
Institute

• Usk Youth Group

Did you know that only 50% of the marks awarded are for flowers?! Each year the judging criteria
are updated by the each of the organisers and now include, for example:
• Environmental action (pollinators and conservation)
• Tidiness:- Litter, Roadside Gutters and Dog Poo
• Heritage conservation
• Landscaping – including Art in the Landscape
• Floral Displays and Permanent Planting
Judges notify the date of their visit and it is usually all hands to the pumps the on the evening
before to make sure all is ready! Judges visit for 2 –2.5 hours and take a tour, listen to a presentation and view a portfolio put together beforehand The Communities in Bloom (world competition) involves an entire day spent in the town. The awards ceremonies for all three competitions
take place in the Autumn.
Usk in Bloom have traditionally entered the annual Wales in Bloom competition and having won
their category of “Large Village” are put forward to compete in Britain in Bloom. In 2017 Usk
triumphed in Britain in Bloom and consequently have been entered into the Champion of
Champions for 2018. This is both a huge honour for our small community and a huge challenge to
face five other much larger towns and cities in the UK.
Another very unexpected outcome of winning Britain in Bloom in 2017 was an
invitation to enter a worldwide Canadian initiative. Communities In Bloom involving cities, towns and villages from Canada, America, Japan, Italy and the UK being
evaluated by an international jury on the accomplishments of their entire community. This is an extraordinary achievement for Usk!

Winter Work and Summer Planting

Volunteers and Friends

Over the winter the committee meet to decide
summer colour schemes and planting lists in time
for the Usk Nurseries to order in the summer
plants both for Usk in Bloom and Usk residents.
This year there has been a departure from the
historical 3 colour scheme to an overall vibrant
colour mix. This is an invitation for entrants to the
TOWN COMPETITION to get into the spirit of
vibrant colours!

We are so lucky to have nearly 60 volunteers, both
committee members and supporters, without the
whom Usk in Bloom would not exist! The beauty of
our volunteering is it can be as and when for as
many or as few hours to suit. Our volunteers have
so many areas of expertise – admin, finance, as well
as interest In just the gardening and planting, folks
to help with heavy lifting and ground works, litter
picking and fundraising to name but a few!

The RHS had donated 3,000 crocus bulbs which
have been planted opposite the school – spelling
out USK as a welcome alongside the road.
Three very chilly working parties convened to
extend the Ladyhill beds and renew with permanent planting which will give a improved display
for this and future summers.
The next renovation will be to the overgrown
Conigar bed where the edging has disintegrated
and the original planting has run riot! An array of
interesting shrubs are planned for this restoration
project. Plans to revitalise the sleeper beds opposite the school are also being considered.
Following the fabulous display
of wild flowers in St Marys
Churchyard at further 20 square
metres will be planted near the
Ladyhill entrance to the town.
It’s also hoped to build a pallet Bug Hotel.
Usk in Bloom will be celebrating 100 years of the
Women’s Suffragette Movement with purple,
green and white planting planned for the WI
beds. Suffragists (the peaceful group!) will be
celebrated with a replant of the Briitsh Legion
triangular bed in their scarlet, green and white
colours

Planting for Pollinators
If you have visited the Girl Guides
Garden at the entrance to the car
park in Usk you will have seen the
amazing amount of diverse insect
life and bees attracted by the
pollinator specific planting.
Why not introduce a bee-friendly area within
your garden;?

“Friends of Usk in Bloom” has been a new initiative
over the past year, whereby a letter drop to every
house has encouraged local residents to contribute a
small monthly donation to help with support efforts
to ensure Usk remains one of the most beautiful
towns in Wales. The response has been truly wonderful and over 40” have signed up. Friends and Volunteers receive notifications of events, quizzes,
planting parties, regularly via email so do think about
joining if you have not done so already.
If you would like to join the Friends initiative please
see the contact Tony Kear (details at the bottom of
the page)
New volunteers are very welcome! There is no need
to commit to regular weekly sessions! Just come
along at times to suit . Please contact Sarah Powell Secretary for more details 01291 672814

Gardening Tips—RHS Top 10 Jobs for April
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Keep weeds under control
Protect fruit blossom from late frosts
Tie in climbing and rambling roses
Sow hard annuals, herbs and wild flower
seed outdoors
Start to feed citrus plants
Increase the water given to houseplants
Feed hungry shrubs and roses
Sow new lawns or repair bare patches
Prune fig trees
Divide bamboos and waterlilies

SPRING

SUMMER

Astrantia

Pulmonaria

Berginia

Nepeta

As a starting point we can recommend the following plants , many of which are available in a
variety of colours
Crocus

Sedum

For more information please contact: Usk in Bloom Chairman - Tony Kear uskinbloom@gmail.com 07824810182
See Usk in Bloom on www.uskinbloom.org.uk, facebook, and twitter. if you donate to charity why not consider
donating to our cause via:http://www.totalgiving.co.uk/charity/usk-in-bloom Registered charity number:- 1152881

