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NEWSLETTER 
FLORAL DISPLAYS—COMMUNITY—ENVIRONMENT Summer 2019 

Volunteers Working Together for a Better Usk 

Usk in Bloom 
The Town of Flowers 

FABULOUS SUPPORT FROM USK RESIDENTS FOR THE FUNDRAISING COFFEE MORNING ON 1st JUNE –THANK YOU! 

The sun shone on  this event which raised over £900 for Usk in Bloom Summer Displays! Grateful thanks to superb hosts 

Phil & Shan Henshall and their army of volunteers. Amazing cakes, bring & buy, beautiful music, plant stall, guess the 

number of blooms!  It was lovely to welcome along Usk’s new Mayor Cllr Wilkinson. Usk in Bloom is so much more than 

flowers—we can definitely add in community support! 

SUMMER DISPLAYS 

June has seen the culmination of the planning 

and pre-planting that has been taking place over 

the winter and spring. The Willows Garden Cen-

tre have been tending the Twyn Square tubs pre-

viously planted by volunteers and Usk Cubs and 

finally, on 3rd and 4th of June, these were put in 

place ably assisted by Usk Rugby Club, Usk 

Young Farmers and Usk Fire Station with the 

use of the truck from A Jones 

& Son. 

The town will be buzzing with pollinators as bee

-friendly plants have been carefully incorporated 

into this year’s displays. Alongside our existing 

perennial and wildflower displays, selective 

mowing of verges and river bank, Usk and its 

Bloomers can truly be said to be playing its part 

in helping native bees, butterflies and moths.  

BUSY & EXCITING TIMES FOR VOLUNTEERS OF ALL AGES! 

SCHOOL COMPETITION 

Usk in Bloom volunteers visited 

Usk Primary School and enjoyed 

a fun afternoon with the Year 5 

Group as they planted plug 

geraniums to grow and care for 

themselves at home until Usk 

Show In September when they 

will be judged for a prize that 

UIB are sponsoring.  

Hopefully these initiatives and 

the wonderful School Garden 

Gang run by Kay Peacock will 

help ensure young gardeners 

catch “the bug”! 

WONDERFUL 

SPONSORS! 

STOP PRESS 

WALES IN 

BLOOM 
 

JUDGING 
 

4TH JULY—PM 

A tentative request recently on Usk in 

Bloom Facebook invoked an 

immediate response from 14 local 

businesses offering to site  one of our 

new collection boxes.   

Wow! Thank you! 

Thank you to the following businesses who 

have kindly agreed to have collection boxes 



At the AGM  earlier in the year we ran a survey asking 

attendees on four distinct questions. The results are 

published below and make interesting and encouraging 

reading.  It is  always good to take stock and informed 

advice to make sure we are moving in the right 

direction. 
 
Preferred next projects for UIB 
7 votes for year round planting 

7 votes for work around the coop area 

12 votes for updating and maintaining planters and 

hanging baskets 
 
Community contribution 

When asked about the value of UIB: 

11 people thought it made the town a nicer place to live 

10 thought it increased tourism 

17 felt it created community spirit 
. 
Planting projects 
No one thought we should focus solely on annual 

displays.  

7 respondents felt that we should in focus on perennial 

planting. 

15 felt we should do a mixture. 
 
This is really encouraging in terms of this year’s 

experimental planting, where we have a mixture. 

Longer term, we may want to think about these 

community preferences can also be made to fit the 

competition judging criteria. 
 
Impact on local economy 
100% of respondents felt that UIB supports our local 

economy 
 
Thank you to committee members Sophie and Aly for 

running the survey and collating the results. 

TOWN COMPETITION  

Judging takes place 

Week of 5thAugust  - Categories 

• Front Garden 

• Hanging Baskets 

• Tubs, Windows Boxes, 

Troughs & Hanging Baskets 

• Pollinator Garden 

• House without Front Garden 

• Most Improved/New Garden  
 
 
7thSeptember - The results will be 

published on Usk in Bloom Web-

site, Usk in Bloom Facebook and a 

Paper Copy will be available in  

Hub. 

www.uskinbloom.co.uk  

for full details 

SURVEY RESULTS 

Our future plans have been shaped by the views of 

local Usk residents and as a result the first exciting 

project will be  the proposed revamp of the Co-op 

area.  This is a large and expensive undertaking for 

Usk in Bloom and is likely to be completed over 

two years. 

Plans are also afoot to extend Bloom throughout the 

year by choosing suitable planting  schemes to 

enable displays throughout the winter and spring. 

We hope to help ensure visitors are drawn to the 

town to boost the local economy over an extended 

season. 

HELP MOTHS IN THE GARDEN  

We should all now know about Bees but some 

tips on one of the easiest ways to make your 

garden better for moths is simply to stop 

working so hard! Moths and their caterpillars 

need fallen leaves, old stems and other plant 

debris to help them hide from predators, and 

especially to provide suitable places to spend 

the winter. It's very helpful to delay cutting 

back old plants until the spring, rather than 

doing it in the autumn, and just generally be 

less tidy. If you want your garden to look tidy 

in the summer, try leaving some old plant ma-

terial behind the back of borders or in other 

places out of sight. Many moth caterpillars 

feed on the native plants we consider weeds, 

so tolerating some weeds and long grass in 

your garden can also be very beneficial to 

moths. 

For more information please contact: Usk in Bloom Chairman - Tony Kear uskinbloom@gmail.com 07824810182 
See Usk in Bloom on www.uskinbloom.org.uk, facebook, and twitter. if you donate to charity why not consider 

donating to our cause via:http://www.totalgiving.co.uk/charity/usk-in-bloom Registered charity number:- 1152881 


